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The Cutting Edge 
A periodic magazine that celebrates the activities of the Shed and its members 

Volume 1 No. 15    Hornsby Woodworking Men’s Shed   Autumn/Winter 2018 

Member Profile: David Tarran 

Born in the middle of the last century, 1950 to be precise, I 

grew up in the southern Sydney suburb of Kogarah. The name 

Kogarah is derived from an aboriginal word for “rushes” or 

“place of reeds”. Growing up during the 50’s and early 60’s 

Kogarah was a quiet suburb where we would spend our after 

afternoons and weekends going from friend’s house to friend’s 

house with ease. My Infants School (Kogarah Infants) and 

Primary School (Kogarah Primary) were located at the top of 

the street, a 200 metre walk from home. Our house was the stopping off point for friends going to and 

from school. Sixty years ago, primary school education was very different to that of our children – 30 

years later and more so for our grandchildren today. Kindergarten children these days are busy learning. 

I am pretty certain my time in Kindergarten was spent playing with toys and having an afternoon sleep. 

Those who were “asleep” would be awarded a prize. Naturally the “sleepers” would immediately jump 

up to claim their prize! 

I attended Kogarah High School. This involved an additional 200 metre walk to school – I had it easy 

for travelling to school. An average student at school I ambled through six years to complete the HSC in 

1968. I was born an asthmatic and was encouraged to swim for the aerobic benefits. However it was not 

until high school I took up swimming seriously. Training twice a day, doing four kilometres per session, 

after the long Christmas break I had a tendency to fall asleep in class. Thinking that sitting up the back 

of the class and hiding behind a book would hide my tiredness. Our teachers were not that stupid. 

Leaving the class at the end of a lesson one teacher stopped at the door and said “Tarran get a good 

night’s sleep” and walked out. So much for my tactics! Swimming played an important part in my life 

boosting my confidence. I enjoyed the camaraderie of the swimming squad members. We all had a 

similar goal. However, intensive training was not conducive an active social life.  

My claim to fame was swimming against Russell Phegan in the 1965 CHS Swimming Championships. 

Russell had competed in the Tokyo Olympics the previous year. I beat Russell over the 100 metres. 

However being a 30 lap event there were still 28 laps to go and he soon overtook me and eventually 

double lapped me! I gave up swimming training after 67/68 summer to concentrate on the HSC. 

Completing the HSC I went onto University studying Civil Engineering. I struggled with my studies, 

failing second year mathematics twice, left university and completed a Structural Engineers Certificate 

at TAFE.  
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I made a second attempt at Civil Engineering but a case of wanderlust and the fact I had a demanding 

job, my heart was not in it and pulled out of the course. It was another five years before I returned to my 

studies, this time doing the Building Course. 

For the next four years I worked in the construction industry starting as a Contracts Administrator and 

advancing to Project Manager. This was an interesting period in construction as the Federal 

Government was ploughing a lot of money into disadvantaged schools. It was interesting work  

redeveloping the old schools to cope with a modern education.  

Another interesting project was the restoration of the Royal College of Physicians building in 

Macquarie Street. Built in the middle of the 19
th

 Century the building contained many wonderful 

examples of workmanship of that period such as set plaster painted to look like timber. Looking so 

realistic it was not until you were close up that you realised it was set plaster. The College is now a 

Heritage Listed building. 

In 1976 wanderlust finally took over and I decided to go overseas to see the world; a journey that lasted 

almost two years. After flying to Kathmandu, I joined an overland camping trip to London. My travels 

took me through Nepal, across northern India, Pakistan, Afghanistan (18 months before the Russian 

invasion) and Iran, 8 months before the overthrow of the Shah.  

I consider myself extremely fortunate to have been able to travel through Afghanistan and Iran while 

they were reasonably stable countries.  

Although a landlocked and a barren country in many areas, Afghanis are a proud race and proud of their 

country. It saddens me to see what has happened to Afghanistan since the Russian invasion. 

Unfortunately, when I was travelling through Afghanistan, it was the end of the Northern winter and 

many roads in the north were closed. This prevented us seeing Bamiyan, a site where huge statues of 

Buddha were carved into the sides of the cliffs somewhat like Mount Rushmore in the USA. Declaring 

the statues as idols, the Taliban destroyed them in 2001. There is a certain irony in this destruction. I 

was told that Gautama Buddha did not consider he was or seek to be an idol and eschewed the 

privileges of his early life as a Prince. 

After leaving Pakistan we encountered very few people speaking English. Being a person whose only 

previous overseas trip was to New Zealand where a form of English is spoken and reasonably 

understood, entering Afghanistan was true cultural shock. 

Continuing onto Iran, we were stranded in Isfahan, southern Iran for ten days after our bus broke down. 

Four of us set off by public transport to Turkey travelling around the coast before arriving in Istanbul.  

Iran is a country I would like to re-visit. 

Leaving Istanbul, we travelled on the original Orient Express to Paris just before it was discontinued at 

the end of 1977. We then continued onto England where I lived on and off for the next 20 months 

working in various jobs – farm hand, labouring, formwork carpenter and, for a brief stint over 

Christmas/New Year, as a waiter in a hotel on the Aviemore ski fields in Scotland.  

Frustrated with a Northern winter I went to Israel to work on a Kibbutz. This was a very interesting 

experience. In each kibbutz everyone has a chore – food preparation, working in the laundry, working in 

the factory or working in the fields. Your only responsibility beside your chore was to look after your 
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room – if you wanted to! I worked in the fields – date plantation. We would start work at 5.30am and 

work for 3 hours before going up for breakfast. After breakfast we would work another 3 hours until 

12.30. After lunch was free time. As the kibbutz I was located three km north of Eilat on the Gulf of 

Aqaba we would go swimming in our free time. We would work six days a week not working on 

Shabbat. Our remuneration was full board including laundry plus $US20 per week. It was a very 

interesting experience but could have been brain numbing if you did not have other interests. 

Returning to England, I took my parents, who were doing an extensive overseas trip, around England. 

By this stage I had been away for twenty months. I was now thinking maybe it was time to head home. 

However, walking down a London street I came across an advertisement for a six week camping tour to 

Scandinavia and Russia. In 1977 Russia was at the height of communism and, to me, an unknown 

quantity. On the spur of the moment I booked. This turned out to be a life defining decision. It was 

during this trip I met Sue – lucky for me maybe not so lucky for Sue. After returning to London, Sue 

went on a different prearranged trip while I set off hitchhiking through Ireland. In my travels during that 

period – through Afghanistan, Iran, Russia in the communist era and sleeping in railway culvert in 

Israel I never felt uneasy until I arrived in Belfast. I felt the tension in the air and could not get onto the 

train soon enough to get to Dublin. I had not intended to go to Belfast but that is another story. 

Reunited with Sue and travelling through Europe we decided to get married. Returning to Australia – 

Sue to Tasmania where she was a Maths/Science teacher and me to Sydney where I gained a job as 

Construction Project Administrator and also resuming my studies. We had an eight month courtship 

1,000 kms apart, meeting only once a month before our wedding. 

We married in Tasmania in August 1978 and lived in Punchbowl for the first nine months. After house 

sitting my sister’s place in Como for 12 months we moved into our house in Thornleigh in mid-1980. 

Apart from two years living in Newcastle where my work had sent me, we have lived in Thornleigh for 

almost 38 years. 

We now have two daughters, Sarah and Emily and two grandchildren. 

Over the next 35 years I worked in the Construction Industry while we raised our daughters. When they 

took up T-ball in the late 80’s I took up baseball which I went on to play for the next 23 years until my 

rotator cuff collapsed. Baseball led me to umpiring, which I still do. 

At the age of 57, I took up ocean swimming. Initially, I was half-hearted in my approach in that, before 

entering an event, I would go to local pool and if I could swim the distance, usually two to three kms, I 

would enter. This attitude changed when, studying the results, I saw a swimmer 21 years my senior, 

swimming faster times. I resumed regular swimming and, at one stage, was doing squad work. These 

days I swim every Tuesday night with the Lane Cove Masters swimming in occasional swim meets 

during winter. I also try to get up to Hornsby pool three times a week. In summer, I take part in several 

ocean swims mainly along the Northern Beaches, a few on the Southern beaches and occasional swims 

along the NSW coast. Ocean swimming has rewarded me with a trip to Hawaii to take part in the 

Waikiki Roughwater Swim. 

Three years ago I took up trekking. A friend invited me to do the Milford track. A daunting task but, 

being me, I jumped at the opportunity. The 61km, four day hike turned out to be easier then I had 

anticipated and since then I organized a group to do the 47km four-day Three Capes Walk in South 

Eastern Tasmanian along the Tasman Peninsular and, more recently, the 71km, four day Queen 

Charlotte walk in Marlborough Sound, New Zealand. I am currently planning next year’s walk which 
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may be in Japan. Last year, Sue and I, along with 10 other friends, walked the last 120km of the Camino 

Way in Spain. To me walking is a bit like ocean swimming that you are at one with nature and, to a 

certain extent, in a world of your own. 

As mentioned earlier, I had wanderlust in my youth. This was cured with my travels in the 70’s and 

bringing up a family in the 80’s and 90’s. However, in 2007, Sue wanted to go to China so we found an 

interesting trip. We set off on Easter Monday 2007, leaving home at 4.00am for early morning flight to 

Singapore, arriving in Shanghai at midnight. My initial reaction was “why are we travelling again?” 

However, waking up the next morning and exploring Shanghai before meeting our tour group, the 

wanderlust genie was re-awakened. Two years later, Sue and I set off for Europe where, as part of our 

travels, we were to rendezvous with seven other couples, school and university friends, going back over 

40 years, at a villa in Tuscany for one week. Then, two years later we visited Egypt. Flying out of Cairo 

for Sydney on the Sunday afternoon before the Spring Uprising began on the Tuesday. I do wonder – 

Afghanistan, Iran and now Egypt – there appears to be a common denominator. 

After retiring in 2012, travelling has been a big part of our retirement life, making several trips 

overseas. We made four visits to Japan because our daughter Emily lived there for six years. We were 

also fortunate to be invited to a wedding in India. It was an opportunity for Sue to see India for the first 

time and for me to see the changes from my visit 40 years earlier. Although India is powerhouse in the 

world economy, on the surface, I did not see much change! One unfortunate thing about travel – the 

more I travel, the more I realise how ignorant I am! 

In retirement, I have taken up golf, playing once a week with a friend I met in my travels 40 years ago. I 

am also a volunteer at the Red Cross every second 

Wednesday. Weekends, if there is not a Shed run Bunnings 

BBQ, I umpire Baseball, take part in an ocean swim or 

compete in a Masters swim meet.  

When I was recovering from my shoulder reconstruction four 

years I ago I became extremely bored. So I decided to try and 

locate some of my school friends who I had lost contact with. 

While this was initially limited to half a dozen, this escalated 

until I finally located 42 of the 53 who sat for the HSC at Kogarah High school back in 1968. This led 

to a reunion of 32 of those people – many coming from WA, NT, Queensland and rural NSW. I am now 

in the process of organizing a 50 year reunion in October. I have just made contact with the 43rd person 

– 10 to go. 

As a boy I use to tinker with carpentry – nothing serious but there was an interest. This interest 

manifested itself in Year 9 at high school where we had an introduction to carpentry and metalwork to 

the extent I thought of doing a Carpentry Apprenticeship. However I decided to go on and attempt Civil 

Engineering. I eventually entered the Construction Industry although it was on the administrative side. 

After settling into our house in Thornleigh I did some minor alterations to the old house – rearranging 

the kitchen and bathroom. However I did not have a workshop and every time I worked on something I 

would have to set up workbenches in the yard. I enrolled in Woodwork at the Community College at 

Normanhurst Boys High School. The items I made included horse, a swing for the girls and a chair that 

became a small step ladder (see following pictures). 



5 | P a g e  
 

While living in Newcastle I continued my carpentry by attending the 

Community College again. Returning to Sydney I, once again, returned to the 

Community, this time at Pennant Hills High School. 

Unfortunately the courses were discontinued in about 2004.  

As a point of interest, in 2004 the Community College charges 

for one term of 9 weeks (two and half hours per week) was 

$160 – over $17.00 per week AND the equipment was not as 

extensive as the Shed’s. So you can see why, almost 15 years 

later, I appreciate only having to pay $100 per year. 

Looking for somewhere to do woodwork, I saw a notice in the Chronicle regarding meeting times for 

different community groups. HWMS was just around the corner and I joined in August 2013. 

Since joining the Shed my projects have included a Dolls House for our Grand-daughter: 

Initially this was a straightforward design from a Bunnings DIY leaflet. 

However I added the Gable Windows and the “tiled” roof. 

Sue wanted some Garden Chairs and, after travelling through North 

America, she was keen on the Adirondack Chairs (named after the 

mountains in the USA state of New York). These are common in the area 

and are usually in bright colours. I decided to use radiata pine, although 

unsuitable for the outdoor application, I did not want to waste money on 

expensive timber and not getting it right. I heavily coated it with some 

Sikkens varnish which I had left over. The chairs have now been out in the open for two years. 

Adirondack chairs in a park in Canada, 

photo at left. 

I have been making the fold up dolls’ 

houses and it bothered me that there was a 

lot of waste with the off cuts of plywood. I 

saw Ian Raper turning a bowl where he had 

laminated several pieces of plywood and that sowed an idea – to most a weird idea. Whereas Ian had 

laminated his plywood “vertically” I laminated off cuts “horizontally” and, with much apprehension, 

turned out a bowl (I was half expecting the lamination to breakup as I turned it. I gave the bowl to our 

daughter and now Sue wants one.  

I also used 

laminated off 

cuts of 

plywood to 

make a 

jewellery box. 

While visiting our other daughter in Japan, I saw a coffee table and that sowed another idea. 
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This was a bit more difficult in that while I could get the first two joints uniform. It was difficult to 

coordinate the third joint. 

Another project I have completed since joining the Shed was a wall unit to 

hold baskets for toys and crafts for our daughter. She had seen a design and 

asked if I could make it. I had the melamine sheets cut to size then routed 

the shelves and sides. The cost of the materials was not much less than the 

purchase price of a similar commercial unit. However it was an interesting 

project and it kept me off the streets. The unit is set on a plinth screwed to 

the wall for stability. I did buy edge strip but our daughter decided she 

preferred the edges raw. 

Being a member of the Shed is an important part of my retirement. 

Not only the camaraderie of the members but the opportunity to work 

with wood and to create a variety of useful and decorative items. In 

addition, making toys for our charities has been very rewarding. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

David, modestly, has not mentioned that his commitment to the Shed and ambitious nature resulted in 

him nominating for the position of Secretary, (a most demanding role) at the AGM in 2015, only two 

years after joining the Shed. 
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The Traditional Tools Group 2018 Sydney Tool Sale 
25 February 2018, 9:00am to 1:00pm at the Brickpit Sports Stadium, 1A Dartford Rd Thornleigh 
Cost: $10.00 
Always lots of Quality Old Tools 
☛ All types of user and collectable hand tools 

☛ Hand tools to suit Tradesmen, Amateurs and Collectors 

☛ Hand Tools for all Traditional Trades 

☛ Plenty of Parking  

☛ Reasonably priced refreshments 

 

The Committee views the TTTG sale as one of the important dates on the Shed’s calendar. All tools that 

are donated through the year that are not used in the Shed, sold or disposed of are saved for the annual 

TTTG sale late in February.  

We were not happy to be told that we could not bring power tools into the hall for sale, even though 

other tables had them. 

Although it didn’t seem as busy as 

previous years, the gross sales were 

$1,279, plus $425 sales to members prior. 

The charge by TTTG was $150, for three 

tables. 

If you were not able to attend, the 

following photos will give you an idea of 

the venue and popularity of the event. 
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Making Washboards for Sydney Living Museums  

Sydney Living Museums cares for a group of 12 of the most important 
historic houses, gardens and museums in NSW on behalf of the people of NSW. 
Its purpose is to enrich and revitalise people’s lives with Sydney’s living 
history, and to hand the precious places in its care and their collections on to 
future generations to enjoy. 

 

In edition 12 of this magazine, winter 2017, I wrote about the Shed making hobby horses for SLM. 

They were obviously impressed with the quality of our work because they made contact early in April 

2018 with a request to make eight old-style washboards. We were keen to do that and requested a 

sample of a washboard used by SLM to show children how washing was done in the olden days. 

The sample was well worn but its construction is 

simple; a grooved timber frame and shelf around 

corrugated galvanised steel. The photo at right shows 

Fred measuring it to draw the plans for our version. 

The pictures below show Bruce Campbell and Fred 

Blaauw cutting the materials and constructing the 

boards, with some assistance from Shed members. 

   

Bruce setting up the router 

to cut the grooves 
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The pictures below show the transformation from raw materials to the completed construction of the 

eight washboards. Everyone agreed that they had done a great job in replicating the historic washboard. 

 

Photo at right - Fred and Bruce were so well organised that the whole job was completed in little over a 

week. They will make some more with the materials left over. 

The day came for Naomi Manning to pick them up. She arrived on 24 April with her two daughters and 

they posed for some very engaging pictures to mark the event. Bruce and Fred were not around so 

President David Harrison represented the Shed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Naomi was extremely complimentary about the quality of the work as she and the children took them 

away to start their new life as a museum teaching aid. 
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What is a Street Library?  

“Street Libraries are beautiful homes for books, planted in your front yard. They 

invite your neighbours to share the joys of reading, donating and recycling 

books, creating lasting connections inside your community.”   

“It's official - there are over 500 Street Libraries in 
Australia! 
2 years ago we set a mission to get to 500 Street Libraries across Australia in 3 

years... 

On December 19th, 2017 we got there - a year early! 

Can we get to 5,000 by November 2021?” – Street Library Incorporated, Erskineville NSW.” 

To source Street Library locations across Sydney and find out more about the project and visit 

streetlibrary.org.au 

The Shed was approached by Mrs. Koran Larkin from Hornsby 

Heights, late last year who asked us to build one for her and her five 

children and offered to pay the costs. She provided pictures of some 

local to her. I said that it would be more economical to build one out of 

recycled materials donated to the Shed. I selected 9mm ply that was 

800mm square because we had lots on hand. I planned to make it a 

cube but when she came to the Shed (with three of her children) to 

meet us, we decided a depth of 500mm was more appropriate. 

I listed the other materials that were needed to complete 

the job, including cladding to waterproof the ply and 

thought of asking Dural Bunnings to help sponsor the 

project. I had to formally write to Brooke Langford, 

Activities Organiser, on behalf of the Shed and stress 

that it was a community project. That worked – she 

supplied mini orb polycarbonate for the cladding, an 

acrylic sheet for the door, brass piano hinge, various 

screws, chain etc. all at no cost. Robert Evans and I 

picked them up from Brooke on 1 February. The photo 

at right, taken 

by Robert, 

records the 

event. 

At left, Robert 

and I 

constructing 

the roof. 

https://streetlibrary.org.au/


11 | P a g e  
 

We had a problem making the second cut for the acrylic doors 

because it was too wide for the bandsaw. The photo at left of Peter 

Whitten shows how a craftsman does it, with a hand saw.  

Framing the acrylic doors made 

them easier to hinge and formed 

part of the varnished timber 

design on the front. 

I took the library home to work 

on it and paint it with 

primer/sealer as a base for 

decoration by the family. It took 

another three weeks and a lot of 

detailed work to get it to the 

stage where it was ready for 

delivery.  

See below for exterior and 

interior views. I was very happy to have got to that stage because 

delivery to the family at Hornsby Heights had been arranged for 

Friday 2 March. 

 

I packed the library in the car (for ease of transportation the roof had not been attached) and all the tools 

and materials I thought that I might need and headed off via Galston Gorge to Hornsby Heights. Apart 

from delivery, I had to finalise the 

location of the library. 

In the photo at left you can see that 

Koran and her daughter Poppy 

were delighted.  

An ideal location was found, on a 

tree in the front garden at the side 

of the driveway. I installed one 

batten, to show the location of the 

base. The next stage was for the family to decorate it artistically so I had been promised progressive 

updates of the process. Due to family sickness, that was delayed for a couple of months.   
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The picture at right, of one of the children painting the side of the 

library, was received on 6 May and work had commenced on the 

other side.  

After much refining of plans and packing lists and cancellation 

due to rain, the day finally arrived. The major tasks were; to attach 

the roof, clad the library in mini-orb polycarbonate and attach it to 

the tree. I picked up Robert Evans at the appointed time so that we 

could meet up with Peter Whitten on site at 10.00am on13 June. It 

was a magnificent winter’s day so it was a pleasure to work 

outside, as you can see from the pictures below. 

Three people were the ideal number, especially for the last phase 

– attaching it to the tree, allowing for the limitations of aging 

backs and other limb deficiencies.  

After two hours and some great teamwork, we were just about finished. The following pictures provide 

a memorable record of what we achieved on that day.  
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The next stages are for Koran to register it on the official site - , https://streetlibrary.org.au/register/

appoint one of her older children as librarian to ensure that the library is kept stocked with books and so 

that people can read the story about your library and its location. 

Our thanks go to Bunnings Dural for its generous sponsorship of this worthwhile community project. 

https://streetlibrary.org.au/register/
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In and Around the Shed 

At left, Kevin Wallace with his beautifully finished mitred box 

made out of recycled pine with re-purposed handles. 

Pictured below is a meeting of Supervisors on 13 February. Tony 

Blair, Bruce Campbell and Ian Raper were apologies – they were 

all fishing at Manning Point. 

Jane Ruehmkorff, at right, joined the Shed in February 2018. As 

you can see, her interest is carving spoons and she would like to 

join with other members and develop that skill as a group.  

Fred Blaauw showing off his bandsawn box at “Show & Tell”  

Who is this man? 
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Bruce Campbell branding our name on the much refined “Bunnings” BBQ platters. 

Jim Kelso spoke compellingly at 

the March 2018 

members’ meeting 

about the 

importance of 

personal hygiene in 

the Shed and the related risks of epidemics and 

pandemics. 
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The Art of Pyrography 
The process of burning designs on wood, 

leather, etc., with a heated tool.  

Woodburning is one of the oldest forms of 

art, using two elements of the natural world: 

wood and fire. During the Victorian era 

there was widespread interest in this form of 

art and the term Pyrography was coined 

(from the Greek pyros -fire and grafos - to 

write) it refers to this technique applied on 

any suitable surface including wood, leather, gourds and paper. 

Anka Leivi is a Shed member who is an accomplished and 

much awarded artist in this medium. She is generously 

offering to hold classes for Shed members on one Saturday 

a month. The illustrations in this article are all her work.  

She says, “Throughout my life I participated in exhibitions and 

demonstrations in various countries as Romania, Greece and 

Australia and I gained awards at several competitions, 

including Sydney’s Royal Easter Show. Other than creating 

new works, most of all I enjoy popularising pyrography. I see 

holding classes and sharing my passion for woodburning as a 

truly fulfilling activity. 

One of the many things that attracts people to choosing pyrography as a hobby is that you don't need to 

be an expert artist to do it well, all you need is patience and time yet you can make real works of art! 

If you are anxious about your drawing skills, the good news is that you can use tracing paper and 

transfer as much or as little of the pictures you would like to burn on wood as you feel comfortable 

with. The tracing will eventually be burnt, so nobody will be able to guess that it was there in the first 

place. 

The course that I have been teaching at the Hornsby Men’s Shed for the past few years is designed to 

take you through the basics, all the way to the most 

challenging topics. No prior experience is therefore 

necessary as everything will be covered, at your own 

pace.  

A typical class covers the following through the year: 

1. Tools and Materials -an introduction to the 

types of burning tools available on the market 

and the best wood for creating high standard 

pyrography. Techniques and materials for 

transferring images to wood. 
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2. Textures and Shades -various techniques are 

used throughout each project so you learn how 

to convey illusion of depth, folds, fur, hair, 

wrinkles etc. We will create a sampler of 

textures for future use. 

3. Abstract Patterns -We practice a variety of 

patterns like Celtic or Oriental. That helps 

with understanding the effect of temperature 

and pressure on the wood, consequently 

gaining experience for more advanced 

pyrography. 

4. Nature Scenes -techniques for depicting 

nature: flowers, trees, leaves, etc. 

5. Animals -techniques for depicting fur, 

feathers, skin for animal life scenes. 

6. Portraits -techniques for depicting eyes, 

eyebrows, lips, etc. 

7. Looking after your pyrographies -finishing 

and preserving your work. 

 

Materials needed: 

1. Burning Tool -the Shed can provide a (limited) 

number of pyrographs to start with. As you get 

more advanced and keen on continuing your work at home, advice will be given for the purchase 

of personal pyrographs. 

2. Wood -will be provided by the Shed at a modest cost. As you become more advanced, advice 

will be given in relation to the best wood and places to buy it from, outside the Shed. 

3. Other materials -a list of materials that the students will need to bring with them (e.g.: tracing 

paper, pencils, erasers, etc.) will be issued on the first day. 

 

A practical application of pyrography was used to 

identify the nest boxes that we made for 

NorthConnex a few years ago. In the picture at 

right Ian Raper can be seen operating the burning 

tool. The client appreciated the professional finish 

and the wildlife could easily find their new homes. 
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Arthur Turner, One of Our School Age Members 

At the moment I’m in year 11 at Marist North Shore in North Sydney. I’ve got to do all the usual boring 

subjects, English, Maths, Physics and Religion (it’s a Catholic school so I’ve got no choice) but Design 

Technology is a nice way to let off steam. I also go off to Burwood every Thursday afternoon to do a 

TAFE course for Automotive servicing which is good fun.  

 

I’m not exactly sure what I want to do as a career yet but the obvious choice is engineering, although 

I’m not too sure how much I’d like to be at a desk all day. I’ve also thought about becoming a heavy 

vehicle mechanic and working on mining gear and the like. I’ve still got a few years to figure out what I 

want to do though so there’s no rush.  

 

I suppose that my interest in woodworking can be traced back to when I was really young when I was 

given a toy pedal tractor by my grandad. I’ve always liked messing around with mechanical stuff, 

taking old things apart to see how they worked. I set up a little workshop with a few tools that I 

scavenged from garage sales to build some rough woodworking projects and it’s kind of developed 

from there.  

 

I often ride the mountain bike trails in Westleigh with friends. One day, because of the heavy traffic on 

Pennant Hills Road, we decided to take the backstreets, including Sefton Road which took us right past 

the Men’s Shed. I got home and went on the 

website to find out what it was all about. It 

sounded like the perfect organisation for me to 

improve my skills so I went down and joined 

as soon as I could! 

One of the great things about the Shed is all 

the aggregated years of knowledge and 

experience under one roof. If I find myself 

stumped by something then there is always 

someone about who knows what to do. If I 

need help using a new tool or doing a new 

operation there is always a helping hand.  

 

I like to build stuff that does something and is 

interesting. Tables and chairs and things are a bit boring and I 

don’t really need any of them! Most of the things I build are a bit 

non-traditional like a working wooden combination lock that I 

built at school and the Dave 

Gingery inspired metal lathe I’m 

in the process of building (if 

anyone has a milling machine I 

could use to machine some of 

the parts that would be a real 

help, come and find me in the 

Shed one Saturday). Another 

reason I decided to build a guitar 

is the prohibitive cost to buy a 

proper one. You would be lucky 

to find a Gibson ES for less than 

1,500 dollars! 
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Feedback From Our Charities On Our 2017 Donations 

We needed some feedback from our charities 

on the most/least popular items we donated last 

year, to guide our toy making programme in 

2018. 

So Secretary David Tarran wrote to the 

Salvation Army and Wesley Mission and 

summarised their responses in the following 

table: 

Item Salvation Army Wesley Mission 

Popular with both organisations 

Billy Carts Extremely Popular Very popular 

Pens Great Very popular 

Cradles and Dolls Popular but over supply Very popular 

Jewellery Boxes Very Popular Very popular 

Trucks w/trailer and 
Logs 

Popular Very popular 

Tractors w/trailer Popular Very popular 

Push along ducks Popular Very popular 

   

Not popular with both organisations 

Fold Up Dolls 
Houses 

Difficult to move 
Not popular 

Castles Difficult to move Not popular 

   Mixed reactions with both organisations 

Wheelbarrows Popular Not popular 
Boats Difficult to move Very popular 

Teddies in the 
chairs 

Not popular Very popular 

   

Comments from one organisation only. 

Planes Went slowly all taken in 
the end 

 

Desk tidy Not popular  

Prams  Very popular 

Christmas Trees 

 

Very popular - would like some early for craft activities. 

Marble Game 

 

Bit tough, Choking Hazzard 

Bird Feeders  Not popular 

Table and Chairs 

 

Not suitable because of clients' house size 
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Appreciating the Value of the Age Pension in a Low 

Interest Environment  

This recent article from AustralianSuper provides an interesting perspective on the capitalised value of 

the age pension as a government guaranteed indexed source of income and its place in an investment 

strategy containing a diversified portfolio of investments for retired people. 

While many retirees may not think of the Age Pension as an asset, for many it will be their largest. This 

makes it an important consideration when thinking about how you invest for your retirement.  

Whether you’re entitled to a full or partial Age Pension, here are a few things to consider when planning 

for your retirement. AustralianSuper’s head of portfolio construction, Alistair Barker, explains. “You 

can easily see your super balance by looking it up on your fund’s website or checking your statement. 

It’s possible to think about the Age Pension in a similar way. If you were to value it like other assets, it 

would be classified as a government-guaranteed, inflation-linked annuity. Its value over your lifetime 

could be material; in the vicinity of $500,000 for someone receiving the full Age Pension in 

retirement.” he says.  
 

Age Pension and your super balance 

The value of the Age Pension changes depends on a range of factors including: whether you’re single, a 

couple, own a home, your age, assets inside and outside super. Our research shows that for members 

with a super balance up to $400,000, the Age Pension will account for more than half of their income 

over a drawdown period of 25 years. 

Full Age Pension  

If you receive the full Age Pension, it's likely to be one of your largest assets and make up most of your 

retirement income. “There are a number of paths people can take in this situation. One idea to preserve 

capital is to put off paying larger expenses. You can also use your super to supplement your Age 

Pension with extra income.” Barker says. Given the Age Pension makes up such a large chunk of assets 

for people in this group, it impacts their mix of investments. If you look at your total income in 

retirement as your investment portfolio, comprising your super and Age Pension, people on the Full 

Age Pension already have a large allocation invested in what can be thought of as a conservative or 

defensive asset.  

The value of the Age Pension, which is set by government policy, is not expected to have the same 

growth potential of shares and other growth-orientated assets or the same volatility and risk of losses. 

This is why we classify it as a conservative asset relative to many types of financial assets. 

“Some people may be able to take on some more growth-orientated assets in their super portfolio 

because their main asset is a conservative one. For instance, your superannuation could be invested in a 

well-diversified portfolio that can grow over time. This allows investors to maintain their exposure to 

higher growth assets such as shares, property and infrastructure,” he adds. This provides the potential to 

generate more income from your super over a longer period. The example below shows how your 

investment portfolio can change when you factor in the Age Pension. This member has $400,000 

invested in AustralianSuper’s Choice Income – Balanced option.  

Before Government Age Pension  

This pie chart shows this member’s asset allocation before the 

Age Pension is taken into account, showing AustralianSuper’s 

Balanced option. 

After Government Age Pension  

Over a 25 year drawdown period, this member receives around 

half of his/her income from the Age Pension and around half 

from the AustralianSuper account. Taking the Age Pension into 
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account, the allocation to defensive assets increases from 28% to 

65%. See chart next page. 

Source: AustralianSuper. The example is based on the Balanced 

option’s actual asset allocation at 30 November 2017. Growth assets 

comprise: Australian shares, International shares, Private Equity and 

50% Property, Infrastructure. Defensive assets comprise: Fixed 

Interest, Cash, Credit and 50% Property, Infrastructure. The example 

assumes there are no investments held outside super. Assets held 

outside super may impact on the income from the Age Pension that 

the member would receive.  

 

Part Age Pension: meeting in the middle 

Many people fall somewhere between a full and no Age Pension (in the example above the person starts 

initially on a Part Age Pension). People in this category will need to use more of their super to 

supplement their Age Pension entitlement and what’s key in this case is both the withdrawal rate from 

your super as well as the interaction between Age Pension payments and your super account. 

“As your super account balance declines, your entitlement to the Age Pension can rise. Also, if 

investment markets fall, people’s claim on the Age Pension can rise, helping to offset investment 

market risk,” Barker explains. People on a part Age Pension receive government subsidies and other 

discounts, which also reduces reliance on their own retirement income sources.  

Some golden rules on retirement planning 

For all retirees, there are a number of golden rules to think about when considering their Age Pension 

entitlements and asset allocation of their super. Your withdrawal rate from your super account is 

important, says Barker. “That determines how conservative your investments need to be. If you're on 

the minimum rate of withdrawal, you can probably afford to have a diversified portfolio with assets that 

can grow and keep pace with the cost of living.” 

Think about planning for retirement over a long period because many of us will be in retirement for a 

long period of time. So don’t just think about the next decade – think 20 years and beyond.  

Given the complexity involved in the Age Pension and retirement income strategies, it’s an idea to seek 

financial advice to make sure you’re making the most of your assets and opportunities.  
 
This article is provided as general financial information. It doesn’t take into account individuals’ objectives, situations or needs. Before making a financial 
decision you should think about your personal objectives, be fully informed of your options and, if required, seek professional help. 
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