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PRESIDENTS REPORT 

 

You will notice that this is the 200th issue of the cutting edge. If you look back you will see 
how far we have come since 2001. Originally with only handyman gear to professional 
equipment. 

We are now entering the end of year work schedule, getting the projects completed. The 
book libraries and Hornsby Connect cupboards are finished. 

 The notice that the National Can Co is closing and a storage company is developing the site, 
which means we have to relocate our timber stock to the Hornsby Council Area. Ian Raper 
has been leading a team to reassemble the stack. Please help when asked to assist. 

Still to come is the Cumberland State Forest Event on the Sunday 28th October.  If you have 
not put your name on the notice board please do. The event enables us to raise  money but 
also to advertise our shed 

 The Christmas Dinner is on the Friday 16th November. We are looking for someone to take 
on the job of serving the drinks. Those members who bring plates etc please advise if unable 
to so this year.  

 After the party the yearly distribution of toys will be conducted. We usually donate to the 
Salvation Army and the Wesleigh Mission. Fred Blaauw says the toys are progressing well 
with a good number being finished. The Toy Makers are making better toys each year with 
improved quality. 

There will be a BBQ at Thornleigh Bunnings at the end of the year, we will advise you of the 
date. 

As you can see we have a busy few months ahead of us so please help where you can. 

David Harrison 

 



 
 

 
33A Sefton Road Thornleigh 

* Work in the Shed will cease at 11.45am and the meeting may start slightly earlier than 12.00Noon 
 

 

See Mobile numbers below to contact someone at the Shed. 

President: David Harrison (ph 9440 8780,( Mob 0411 054 905) 

Vice President: Kevin Wallace 

Treasurer Mark Wilson (Mob 0422 291 684) 

Secretary: David Tarran (ph 9875 3607,( Mob 0409 045 179) 

Equipment: See below. 

Immediate Past President: Ian Raper 

Membership: Colin Crispo 

Projects: Fred Blaauw 

Public Relations: Philip Hirshbein (Mob 0401 068 666) 

Woodturning: Greg Croker 

Equipment: Fred Blaauw, David Boyd, Jim Spence & Peter Whitten – one to report to Committee.                                                                                                               

Auditor: Keith Peel 

Catering: 

Kitchen – Les Sanford & Bruce Campbell 

Christmas – Meesha & Dimithri Perera 

Council Liaison: Ian Raper 

Cutting Edge Editor: Ivan Bosnich  

Events Co-ordinator: Ian Raper 

Librarian: Philip Lincoln 

Maintenance: Brian Sugden, Tony Blair and Jim Spence 

PTSD: Brian Hart, Fred Blaauw and Ron Koutchavlis. 

Purchasing Officer: Bruce Campbell 

Safety: All Supervisors 

Toys: Bruce Campbell, Fred Blaauw 

Web Master: Karen Benhar  

Welfare: John Barrett (Mob 0411 089 348) 

Woodcarving: Keith Day
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OPEN MEMBERS’ MEETING 
Agenda 
 

Apologies. 
Welcome to visitors & new members. 
Secretary’s Report & Correspondence. 
President’s Report. 
Treasurer’s Report. 
Woodturners’ Report. 
Toy Makers’ Report. 
Equipment Report. 
Welfare Report. 
Show & Tell. 
Question & Answers. 
General Business. 
Close meeting and resume work on our projects 
in the Shed. 



 
 

SECRETARY’S REPORT 

Outside Projects. 

Reminder that the Shed will not be taking on any further outside projects until the New 
Year. The Shed is committed to completing the toys for our charities along with 
preparing for the Cumberland State Forest Spring Fair. 

Cumberland State Forest Spring Fair – Sunday 23rd October. 

David has already mentioned the Fair. Thank you to all the people who have put up 
the names. We almost have enough people to help out but if you have a couple of 
hours to spare let me know and I will add you to the roster. The roster will be going 
out later in the week. 

Christmas Party Friday 16th November. 

The Christmas Party will be held in the Shed again on Friday 16th November. David 
has mentioned this in his report. Philip Hirshbein will be sending out the invitations 
shortly. Please reply early. This will make it easier for the Meesha and Dimithri to 
organise requirements for the night. Thank you to Michael Hannagan for offering to 
help Meesha and Dimithri and to Bob Carruthers and Ivan Bosnich for passing on their 
experience. 

BBQ – Bunnings Thornleigh – Saturday 22nd December. 

This is our last fund raising event for the year. We chose to have the BBQ on the 
Saturday before Christmas as it was very successful last year. Let’s hope we have the 
fortune again. Once again we will need volunteers – same routine – put your name up 
on the Whiteboard. We need names early as the Shed closes down on Saturday 8th 
December.  

 

CHISTMASS FUNCTION 

Ladies and gentlemen, it is that time of the year again, our function will be 
held on the 16th of November. The kick off will be 6.30 PM. The format will be 
the same as previous years. Relevent people will be contacted and the plan 
will be set in motion. Dimithri and Meesha Perera are the main organisers, 
they will need assistance leading up to, and on the night. 

 



 
 

ACNOWLIDGEMENTS 

********************* 

Hornsby Woodworking Men’s Shed acknowledge the support of the local 
state member for Hornsby, the Hon Matt Kean; the Hornsby Shire Council; 

the Hornsby RSL Club; Magpies Waitara; Bunnings Dural, Bunnings 
Thornleigh, North Shore Timber, National Can Industries, Orangelime web 

design Coca Cola Amatil,and Bakers Delight Hornsby. 

********************* 

 

 
Hornsby Woodworking Men’s Shed thank Bunnings Warehouse - Thornleigh for their 

generous donation of Melamine and Cupboard Hardware for the Shed’s Hornsby Connect 
http://www.benchmarkplastics.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/christmas-decorations-free-

1024x379.jpgProject. This has enabled HWMS to provide 2 additional cupboards to Hornsby 
Connect free of charge. 

Please support the organisations that support HWMS. 
 

 

FUND RAISING 2018 
 

The Committee wishes to thank the many members who have given their time to help 
out at the Bunnings Sausage Sizzles, Traditional Tool Sale and North Rocks Markets. 

As you see in the 2017/2018 Financial Report these events raised over $5,000.00. 
Without your support this would not have been possible. 

 

 

TO ALL MEMBERS 

AS WE HAVE A SHORT TIME TO COMPLETE TOYS FOR OUR CHARATIES WE WILL NOT ACCEPT ANY MOORE 

OUTSIDE WORK UNTIL THE NEW YEAR. THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR COOPERATION.  



 
 

LES SANFORD STORY 

(THE OLD TIMER) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I was born on 1st of April 135. Grew up in Henley, went to Gladesville primary then Drummoyne 
High School leaving at the end of third year after receiving th intermediate certificate. My father 
had a fresh fish and frozen food business, which included importing fish from New Zealand, 
England, Scotland, South Africa and Denmark. Customer base was fish shops, clubs, hotels and 
chain stores. 

In the early days we only had four trucks so my father used to do all the servicing himself and from 
my early teenage years I would assist in the servicing which was done on the weekends. When I 
started to work we had eight employees and four trucks, when the business was sold we had 30 
refrigerated trucks and 50 employees and changed business premise 3 times in Sydney. 

I got engaged on my 21st birthday, did my national service, 6 months in the airforce in Canberra. 
Most people did national service at 18 years of age but I had mine deffered to 21 years. In 1957 
bought a block of land to build a house. I employed a carpenter who worked 6 days a week, I 
worked with him every Saturday to learn about carpentry and subcontracted all the work, I had 2 
casuals to work on Saturdays and Sundays to dig the foundations and collect stone for the 
driveway, most of the stone for the driveway came from Drummoyne from the houses that were 
being demolished to make way for the footings of the Gladesville Bridge, incidently outside wall 
for the driveway was 110 feet long form nothing to 15 feet high. My woodworking experience 
came from 2 years at high school, assisting my father on motor vehicle maintenance, building my 
house (assiting carpenter), in 1969 we bought a block of land near Ulladulla and had a holiday 
home built 12 months later the family had outgrown it so I built a garage 20 ft by 12 ft. I poured a 
concrete slab, 2 courses of brick, timber and fibro construction, I did everything exept put the 
colourbond roof on. The garage was built to give me the courage to have a go at extending the 
house, so I built 12 fft extention right across the back. The only thing I did not do was plumbing 
and electrical. 

My next project was we bought another block of land then had a better house built to lock up 
stage I finished it off that is : gyprocking, hung doors, fitted architraves, skirting boards, built in 
wardrobes, then painted. 

If you want to tackle any complicated job, ask questions, don’t be afraid to ask” why” if you don’t 
understand, and if necessary ask the question again.  

“ IF YOU REALLY WANT TO SUCCEED MAKE NOTES “ 



 
 

GOINGS ON AT THE SHED 

 

The shed’s timer storage is in the process of being relocated from its home in the can 
factory next door to a new home in the council depot, also next door but on the other side. 
The timber has been taken out of the racks, the racks are in the process of being erected in 
the new location. It has been a big effort by a good number of members led by Ian and Fred. 

Great work guys.       *****BELOW IS THE DIAGRAM OF TIMBER STORAGE AREA***** 



 
 

SHED ACTIVITIES 

 

 

WORKING  ON THE NEW TIMBER STORAGE RACKS 



 
 

MEMBER OF THE MONTH 

Bill Hart is our member of the mont for October. He is a worthy recipient, unassuming, 
quite, and a very talented woodcarver.  He is a renown bagpipe maker, manufactures them 
for customers all over the world.  

 

Bill Hart ( he is the good looking one on the right.) Bill is taking a break from carving the horses head 
to have a chat with an old bloke on the left.” On the right THE FINISHED PRODUCT.” 

 

Bill Hart, one of our Woodturners and a member of the Shed since September 2010, has 
looked after the Woodturning section of HWMS during Greg Croker’s 2 month absence.  
Not only has he been looking after the Woodturning he has also undertaken to carve the 
Horse’s head for the Rocking Horse. Bill has spent many hours carving the head and, as you 
can see from the picture, the finished product is the work of a craftsman. Thank you Bill. 

****************************** 

 

WELCOME 
 

Please welcome to the Shed the following new members, Michael Hooper with Ian & 
Jack Cameron (Grandfather, Father and Son family), Flynn Fitzpatrick (Fred Blaauw’s 
Grandson), Chris Turner, Nakul Umashankar and Gabrielle Van Wyk, who joined in 
September & early October. We also welcome back Gianni Lazzaro.  
Please make Ian, Jack, Michael, Flynn, Chris, Gabrielle and Gianni welcome. Enjoy 
the Shed. If you need any help or looking for a project to make see a Supervisor. 
  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


