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PRESIDENTS REPORT AUGUST 2020
Hello from The Hornsby Woodworking Men’s Shed!
GOOD NEWS AND BAD NEWS!
The bad news is that the COVID-19 is getting closer to the Shed, with outbreaks in Cherrybrook
and two schools in Pennant Hills and Cherrybrook. We need to stay vigilant. The good news
is we have cancelled the AGM and the current Committee will continue until such time as we
can hold a large meeting without the threat of a risk to everyone’s health.
This decision was made by the Executive (Office Bearers) of the Committee and is in line with
the Constitution and the current (COVID-19) laws relating to the Office of Fair Trading, to
who we have to report to regarding the functioning of the Shed. In the haste to call an AGM
there were number of mistakes made and the complexity of administering proxy votes was too
much to organise in the short time available.
I have been corresponding with number of long-standing “senior” members of the Shed, over
the last few weeks and they have urged me to postpone the AGM until such time as it was safe
to do so. This may well be mid-year 2021. Never waste an opportunity in a crisis! During the
coming months the Committee, in consultation with senior members of the Shed, will update
the Constitution. There are many anomalies in this document, and these have been highlighted
in the last few days, with much debate about the wording and election of the four Shed Member
representatives. The Committee consists of four Executive members (IE. President, Vice

President, Secretary and Treasurer) and four Shed Member representatives who fill various
rolls. Currently, these positions are Membership Officer, Toy Production, Public Relations
and Wood Turners representative. This revision and re-writing of the Constitution will be
spear-headed by our Treasurer, Michael Kevin, who has an MBA in Corporate Law and is well
equipped to take on the task.
There will be no General Meeting to replace the AGM in August. However, we may attempt
another General (Members) Meeting in the third week of October 2020.
MEMBERSHIP
Our membership continues to increase with the influx of new members. Our membership now
numbers 178. I extend a warm welcome to our new members: Peter Collins (re-joining), Darren
Cowley, Geoff Young, Roz and Chris Blair, Sandra Bryson, Ian Imrie and Zachary Simandl. Please
make them feel welcome and included in the Shed. Our more experienced members should take some
time to assist them with their projects.

GENERAL MEETING JULY 31.
There were about 30 members at the General Meeting on July 31. There were 11 apologies.
We were all “socially distant” as best we could be. Our Treasurer, Michael Kevin delivered
the end of year Financial Report and despite the disruptions to our finances due to the pandemic
we are still in good financial shape. The granting of a three months deferral of everyone’s
membership, cost around $4000 and we are expecting a shortfall in annual revenue of about
$8000.
Other topics discussed were, increasing the Fire Risk insurance to $150000 to reflect
replacement value of our equipment and why the committee had changed the insurers.
COVID-19 AND SHED POLICY
The current advice from the NSW Chief Health Officer Dr Kerry Chant specifically
recommends:
1) the use of face masks in indoor settings where physical distancing is hard to
maintain, such as on public transport or in supermarkets
2) the use of face masks (where practical) in indoor settings with a higher risk of
transmission, such as for the staff of hospitality and customer-facing venues i.e.
cafes, restaurants, pubs and clubs
3) during attendance at places of worship.

Masks should be considered a “fourth line of defence” after staying home and getting tested if
unwell, maintaining 1.5-metre social distancing and practising good hand hygiene.
Although

we

have

limited the number of
members in the Shed at
any one time the physical
distancing has

been

difficult to maintain as
we move around the Shed
and assist each other in
our work. Old habits die
hard! I have noticed that
number of members are
now wearing masks. The
Committee

has

not

discussed the issue of
compulsory wearing of
masks to date, but if the
pandemic situation gets worse, we may have to implement the compulsory wearing of masks.
We are one of the most vulnerable demographics. Watch this space for further developments!

EXTENSION OF THE SHED LEASE
At the July 31 General Meeting, the matter of the Shed lease was raised. The current lease
expires in October 2021. During the week I spoke to an officer of the Hornsby Shire Council;
Mr Peter Thompson and discussed the matter with him. We can be granted a four years
extension of the existing lease without going to the Council. This can be granted by the
Managing Director and would be a simple process. If we wanted a longer term, i.e. say a six
to ten years lease, this would have to go before the sitting members of the Council. Mr
Thompson advised me that we should make enquires again around February 2021.
EQUIPMENT MAINTENANCE
I’d like to thank all those members who volunteered to assist with the maintenance of the Shed
machinery. It will be quite a large team, numbering about eight to ten members, which will
spread the workload. As indicated in the last report, Ian Raper will head-up the team and coordinate the routine maintenance functions. Brian Sugden, Jim Spence and John Talbot, will

assist with the technical aspects and training of the new recruits. Ian is in the early stages of a
full audit of the machinery and equipment and a review of the Shed equipment register.
NEW STREET SIGN
My thanks to Bruce Campbell for organising our new street sign; the one on the A frame that
sits outside on the kerb when the Shed is open. The information has our opening times and
days, including Wednesday. Bruce also pointed out to me that members have been disposing
USED rags back into the rag bin. Please do not do this, as this could cause a spontaneous
ignition if there are solvents or other flammable substances on the rags. Play it SAFE and put
ALL used rags in the rubbish bin.
FUND RAISING
All Bunnings BBQs have been cancelled for the remainder of 2020. This will impact on our
fund raising and the 2020-21 budget has been downgraded from $2600.00 to $1000.00. This
budget estimate is in the hope that we may be able to schedule two Weekend BBQs in the first
half of 2021.
WOOD TURNERS
The Turners are continuing to hold internet “Zoom” meetings and everyone is welcome to join
in. Contact Greg Croker for details if you are interested. They have been making “honey
dippers” for sale to a commercial outlet in the Blue Mountains.
COMING INTO THE SHED
It is important if you want to come into the Shed that you contact me via email
(hwmspres@gmail.com) and book a place. If you want a regular spot (IE every Tuesday or
Friday) you need to indicate that, and I will book you in for that day every week. The Turners
roster is being looked after by Greg Croker, and you need to contact him if you want to attend
on Thursdays.
I think that is about all the news from the Presidential Desk.
Stay safe and enjoy your time in the Shed.
Kevin Wallace

SOME GREAT TURNING

GREG GHAVALAS: More gems from the woodpile
Last week I got some wood from the corner woodpile. It resulted in these bowls.
This. I think is Jacaranda

Then there’s this. Have no idea what the wood is, but it’s hard. Had to sharpen the chisel
about every three minutes of turning. The wood is absolutely beautiful. I still have another
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NEW MEBERS FOR THE MONTH OF JULY
Please welcome them and assist.
GEOFF YOUNG – DARREN COWLEY – JIM OMEROS – CHRIS BLAIR – ROZ BLAIR
– SANDRA BRYSON – ZACHARY SIMANDL – IAN IMRE – PETER COLLINS

NAUTICAL DELIGHTS: courtesy Bruce Campbell
Photo below is Peggies lighthouse in Nova Scotia, Canada, the famous Schooner, Bluenose,
sailing by. It was built for fishing and racing. It took on and beat the might of USA racers.
Length 43.6 metres, Beam 8.2 Metres, Height 38.4 Metres, displacement 258 tons. Home
port was Lunengburg Nova Scotia, had a crew of 20. Built 1921, out of service 1946, it
foundered on a reef off Haiti.
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